
Disclaimer: 
“The content of this Deliverable D1.1 represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility; it cannot 
be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food 
Executive Agency or any other body of the European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept 
any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.” 

 

 

D1.1 Educational resources and guidelines 

for members related the implementation  

of the GRID 
 
 
 
 
Grant Agreement number:    811126 
Project acronym:    SAVDON 
Work Package number:   WP1 
 
Name, title and organisation of the project's coordinator:  

Lydia Foeken 
     World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) 
Tel:       088 505 7900 
 
E-mail:     lydia.foeken@wmda.info 
 

Organisation website address:   www.wmda.info 

 

  

“This Deliverable D1.1 of an activity received funding under an operating grant  
from the European Union’s Health Programme (2014-2020).” 
 

http://www.wmda.info/


  D1.1 
 

Description: 

A suite of online and printed educational and support resources to support member organisations to 

effectively and efficiently implement and utilise unique donor identifiers within EU Member States. 

Including: 

- Implementation checklists 

- Recommended process maps and flows 

- Implementation and usage guidelines 

- Frequently Asked Questions 

- Examples of good and best practice 

- Feedback mechanisms to aid the speedy collation of feedback relating to implementation so that barriers 

can be quickly overcome 

 

Product: 

https://www.wmda.info/professionals/optimising-search-match-connect/why-global-identifier/ 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.wmda.info/professionals/optimising-search-match-connect/why-global-identifier/
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1.1 GRID webpage 
 
The GRID provides a standard format that is being introduced by donor registries and donor centers that 

tissue donor identifiers. The GRID assures that every donor is assigned a globally unique identifier, in that 

way reducing the risk of misidentification. GRID will eliminate the possibility of two donors having the 

same identifier across the global network. 

 

This webpage includes quick links to: 

• List of Issuing Organisation Numbers (ION) 

• General information about GRID 

• WMDA Guide to Understanding and Preparing for GRID implementation 

• GRID Checksum Calculator 

• Publication explaining GRID: Global Registration Identifier for Donors (GRID) of Hematopoietic 

Stem Cells: Road to Automation and Safety 

• ION database and GRID rules 

• FAQs 

• GRID: Surveys, Presentations, Newsletters & Blogs 

 

 

  

https://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/databases-reference-tables/grid-issuing-organizations
https://www.iccbba.org/tech-library/databases-reference-tables/grid-issuing-organizations
https://share.wmda.info/x/VwCKC
https://share.wmda.info/x/VwCKC
https://share.wmda.info/x/ZQCKC
https://share.wmda.info/x/ZQCKC
https://www.iccbba.org/lookup-tools/grid-checksum-calculator
https://www.iccbba.org/lookup-tools/grid-checksum-calculator
../D1.2%20GRID%20progress%20report/Publication%20explaining%20GRID%20Global%20Registration%20Identifier%20for%20Donors%20(GRID)%20of%20Hematopoietic%20Stem%20Cells%20Road%20to%20Automation%20and%20Safety.pdf
../D1.2%20GRID%20progress%20report/Publication%20explaining%20GRID%20Global%20Registration%20Identifier%20for%20Donors%20(GRID)%20of%20Hematopoietic%20Stem%20Cells%20Road%20to%20Automation%20and%20Safety.pdf
../D1.2%20GRID%20progress%20report/ISBT-128-Standard-Global-Registration-Identifier-for-Donors-ION-Database-and-GRID-Rules-v3.1.0.pdf
../D1.2%20GRID%20progress%20report/ISBT-128-Standard-Global-Registration-Identifier-for-Donors-ION-Database-and-GRID-Rules-v3.1.0.pdf
https://share.wmda.info/x/aACKC
https://share.wmda.info/x/qYt0Ew
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1.2 Implementation checklists 
Beneath shows an example of an Implementation Checklist, by the National Marrow Donor Program 

(NMDP), Minneapolis - USA. Additional checklists are still being made by the different donor registries 

worldwide. 
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1.3 Recommended process maps and flows  
The recommended GRID Implementation Deadlines are addressed to the WMDA community to make 
sure all members are on track the reach the same goals at the appropriate time. 
On the Share website the deadlines are described: 

   

https://share.wmda.info/x/awCKC
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1.4 Implementation and usage guidelines 
The WMDA Guide to Understanding and Preparing for GRID Implementation on WMDA Share shows the 

standard for GRID implementation in different WMDA Member Organisations. The guide includes an 

introduction to GRID, the history and explanation of the GRID project, the Requirements and Structure of 

the GRID, the Phases and Timeline of GRID Implementation and the Planning and Preparing for GRID 

Implementation: Points of Consideration for Issuing Organisations (IOs). The page looks as follows: 

 

 
 
    

https://share.wmda.info/x/ZQCKC
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1.5 Frequently Asked Questions 
Via the GRID page on WMDA Share the Frequently Asked Questions can be found. The current page 
looks as follows: 
   

https://share.wmda.info/x/aACKC
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1.6 Examples of good and best practice  
During the international WMDA Community meeting in Munich (Germany) in June 2018 two donor 

organisations presented their way of implementation GRID in their organisation.  

The first one was by the big organisation ZKRD (Zentrales Knochenmarkspender Register Deutschland) – 

the German National Bone Marrow Donor Registry and the second was by a smaller organisation The 

Sunflower Fund in South-Africa. This is to give examples about the practices from different organisations 

in their journey to implement GRID within their organisation.  

 

• ZKRD is one of the largest registries in the world. 

 

• The Sunflower Fund is a relatively new registry who started setting up in March 2018. They 

developed a new database for donor registration. It was advised by WMDA to incorporate GRID 

from the start. They had a few queries and managed to sort it out with the support of WMDA 

technical assistance. They faced to challenges with the GRID implementation, which was probably 

due to the fact they started off without any data or programme that needed to be recorded. 

 
 

Organisation Powerpoint presentation 

ZKRD 

GRID 

implementation; ZKRD.pdf
 

Sunflower Fund 

GRID 

implementation; SunflowerFund.pdf
 

 
 
  



  D1.1 

1.7 Feedback mechanisms 
The WMDA set up a GRIDS inbox service for WMDA Members where they can ask questions and reach 
out for help regarding implementation of GRID. This service is the feedback mechanisms to aid the 
speedy collation of feedback relating to implementation so that barriers can be quickly overcome. 
The email address is grid@wmda.info. This inbox is monitored by the GRID contact person at WMDA and 
the GRID Task Force is available for additional support to implement the global identifier. 
 

mailto:grid@wmda.info

