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1. Data submission guidelines (XML) 
In order to improve the data collection, WMDA had to implement changes to their procedures for data 

reception and data processing. 

The file format is an XML (Extensible Markup Language) file, which is considered an industry standard that 

is extendable, robust and easy to use. 

This Search & Match Service Data submission information (preliminary search, CT request and workup 

request) on WMDA Share is publicly available. It can be accessed here: 

The outline of these pages is described in Chapter 3 - Search & Match Service Data submission information.  

Search & Match Service Data submission 

information 

https://share.wmda.info/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=164986909
https://share.wmda.info/x/MYCOD
https://share.wmda.info/x/MYCOD
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2. Background 

2.1 Search and Match Registry-to-Registry Communication survey  
In February 2019, WMDA send out a survey to the members of the Search, Match & Connect User Group 

– consisting of users worldwide who regularly make use of WMDA’s Search, Match & Connect service – to 

investigate which data they believe is necessary for an optimal search result. The homepage of this Google 

survey is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Homepage Search and Match Registry-to-Registry Communication survey 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbEK2SxIY-4HA8rC1mx-x8Y9CrfFz6KpPdvHmlc_FS_hzyvQ/viewform
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2.2 Search & Match API requirements  
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The results of this survey will be used to build the new API* connector. Search coordinators can obtain the 

same information in their local system through this API connector as they can obtain when they register a 

search online through the web application. This API connector will be developed as secure, robust, simple 

and scalable, that allows that registries to continue to use their current operational registry software 

application. 

 

  

*API: 

Application Programming Interface (see: https://youtu.be/s7wmiS2mSXY) 

An application programming interface is a set of clearly defined methods of communication among various components. 

It facilitates the communication between computer programs. Those programs do no need to be in the same physical 

location. An API simplifies programming by abstracting the underlying implementation and only exposing objects or 

actions the developer needs. In this case the APIs on the side of WMDA enables secure and simple communication 

between it and the internal software of various registries. 

https://youtu.be/s7wmiS2mSXY
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2.3 Data Dictionary  
The data dictionary (DD) was created to improve data exchange and communication between all 

organisations involved, and to ensure harmonization of data and field definitions across all domains: 

EMDIS, WMDA systems (Search & Match, Patient API, Connect), WMDA Form, etc. 

 

The aims of the Data Dictionary group(s) are to ensure that: 

 

• Data is defined by experts with relevant operational knowledge of the field to bridge the gap 

between operational applications and technical use 

• Proposed changes of clinical or research value to patient searches and outcomes  

• That all communication channels (EMDIS, Search & Match service, WMDA Forms and future 

systems) use a common language at user level wherever possible. 

 

2.3.1 Data Dictionary RFC Template 
The Data Dictionary Group has been established to process change requests (RFCs) that allow the 

community to propose changes, improvements, or additions to the data standards. The 

recommendations of this group are reflected in a set of domains: WMDA Data Upload (XML), WMDA 

Forms, EMDIS.  

 

In March 2019, this group has created a procedure to draft an RFC (Request For Change). This Data 

Dictionary RFC Template (including short track) is accessible for all WMA Share members. 

  

https://share.wmda.info/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=326404888
https://share.wmda.info/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=326404888#/
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2.3.2 Launch of new XSD version 2.2 
XML is the data format that is used for uploading data in the WMDA Search & Match Service (BMDW) 

and for inventory exchange between registries. At the moment, registries use XSD version 2.1.  

In October 2019, WMDA published the new XSD version 2.2. This was announced in the Connect / Up-To-

Data Newsletter Issue September 2019. 

 

From now, WMDA accepts XSD files from version 2.1 and version 2.2. This means that Search, Match & 

Connect user can continue using version 2.1, although WMDA strongly recommends upgrading to 

version 2.2.  

 

Significant changes in version 2.2: 

• DONOR/CBU: Grid/ID handling changed 

• CBU: changes of bank manufacture ID and bank distribute ID 

• CBU: changed and added CMV elements 

 

Access the new XSD 

XSD version 2.2 can be found HERE. The page is publicly accessible. The homepage looks as follows: 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/38094de4b53d/stay-connected-with-connect-2
https://mailchi.mp/38094de4b53d/stay-connected-with-connect-2
https://share.wmda.info/display/BMDWPUB/XML+schema+files+version+2.2#/
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This page is currently under development. The WMDA data-upload does not support XSD version 2.2 yet. 

WMDA plans to support the new version at the end of November or December 2019. When this is sorted, 

a notification will be sent to the community in the WMDA newsletters Stem Cell Matters and Connect. 
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3. Search & Match Service Data submission information 
 The homepage looks as follows: 

 

The topics on this webpage include  

• XML file 

• Minimal required data 

• XML examples 

• File names 

• ZIP (compress) file 

• Encrypt file 

• Data Validation: Errors and warnings in processing report 

• Cord blood banks IDs 

• Deprecated Code User Guide 

• WMDA forms  
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XML file 
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Minimal required data 
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XML example files 
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File names 
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ZIP (compress) file 
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Encrypt file 
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Data Validations: Errors and warnings in processing report  
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Cord blood banks IDs 
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Deprecated Code User Guide 
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WMDA forms  
The page that is linked to above is https://wmda.info/professionals/optimising-search-match-

connect/wmda-forms/. The page includes the following forms: 

https://wmda.info/professionals/optimising-search-match-connect/wmda-forms/
https://wmda.info/professionals/optimising-search-match-connect/wmda-forms/
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