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World Marrow Donor Day is a unique
day to thank all donors who have signed
up to donate blood stem cells, bone
marrow or cord blood for patients in need
of a transplant. World Marrow Donor
Day is celebrated globally on the third
Saturday of September, in 2020 on 19th
September.

A special edition this year, because the
COVID-19 pandemic is hindering us from
organising big events. Fortunately, our
community was extremely creative in
organising the 2020 edition of World
Marrow Donor Day virtually. To give you
an idea, please read this impact report.
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With the slogan: 'Register online, save a life', we encouraged
organisations to recruit donors online during World Marrow
Donor Day. To facilitate this virtual global donor drive, a
special landing page was set up on the World Marrow Donor
Day website featuring donor and patient stories, a donor tool
which leads you to the registry information in your country,
and more information on how, why and who can become a
donor.

The landing page and the donor tool were visited over 1500
times on World Marrow Donor Day, and many organisations
featured the graphic and the URL on their website and/or
shared it to social media.

Virtual Global
Donor Drive

To celebrate this virtual World Marrow Donor Day edition a special 'Thank You Donor' video was launched. Participants from all
corners of the world sent in their contribution for this compilation video to send a massive thank you to all blood stem cell donors.
You can watch this global effort here.

Global Thank You Donor video
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https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/virtual-global-donor-drive/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71R3QZ8qBTU&t=5s


Like every year WMDD provided an array of print and social media materials to organisations and the general public for the
promotion of their events or to raise awareness online. These include posters, flags, banners, social media headers, logo's, WMDD
facts and infographics. All materials can be downloaded from our website. See as an example one of the WMDD facts below.

Media materials

This year we translated the World Marrow Donor Day and Thank
You Donor logo's into over 30 languages. The logo's were available
for download from our website and many organisations used them.
See below a selection:

Translated logo's
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https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/downloads/
https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/downloads/


In addition to over 125 events reported on our event map in all parts of the world, we saw many online campaigns and video
content for this virtual edition. See below and the next pages for more virtual campaigns that were shared online to celebrate
World Marrow Donor Day 2020.

Event map
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Match for Life Singapore kicked off three weeks of online sport events and educational webinars. Visit all events on their
youtube channel.
Japan made an impressive educational movie featuring a Nobel prize winner, a football player and an actress.
A special South African song by George Kalukusha was launched to mark the 1,2 million transplants worldwide.
Strength 2 give, the Australian registry and the Melbourne rebels made a special thank you video.
Buildings were lit up in honour of WMDD in South Africa, Paraguay, Czech Republic and other countries.
A cooking book with 'recipes for a life' was sent to all Dutch donors.
Donor drives on the game platform Twitch were organised by Gift of Life and a digital Gift of Life cake was offered to the
WMDA office to celebrate the day.
Several organisations sent their donors thank you emails.
The Hong Kong BMDR made a beautiful video to tell recipient Sophie's story.
Anthony Nolan created a world map showing all the donations that were done in 2019.
Save a Life Greece made a promotional video to encourage people to become a donor.
Digital mosaic - new donors who registered in Canada could upload their profile to fill a mosaic.
CEOs from DKMS and Be the Match were thanking donors on social media.
All over Russia events were organised, Rusfond organised an outdoor exhibition with patient/donor stories.
In Taiwan an event was organised to pay a tribute to all donors, and a baseball game was kicked off by a recipient.
Masks were designed with the WMDD logo's in Paraguay and Brazil.
Czech Registry registered the 100,000 donor in their database.
Many organisations shared WMDD materials (translated Facts and infographics) and/or created their own educational content.
The Chinese registry (CMDP) organised a special event to celebrate the 10,000th donor who donated.
Ezer Mizion organised a virtual light show at the Tower of David in Jerusalem and held donor patient meetings at the roof of
their office.
Unlike any other WMDD celebration we also saw many Zoom gatherings with the subsequent Zoom screenshots.
There were even a few celebrities talking about blood stem cell transplantation, like Hugh Jackman.
We saw an increase of participation outside WMDA members. Professional societies, companies and donors/patients posted
the WMDA materials and promoted our World Marrow Donor Day.

https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/donor-events/
https://www.youtube.com/user/bmdpsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXsUP_5N3q8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CFTuRdIpP51/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFSzvrIhaoj/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/stichtingmatchis_worldmarrowdonorday-donorenbedankt-deeljegezondheid-activity-6712997408474746880-T-Cg
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gift-of-life-marrow-registry_misfits-gaming-on-twitter-activity-6713232205432307712-2zhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckQy9OjK7hM
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/anthony-nolan_world-marrow-donor-day-2020-activity-6712986855425548288-ztpI
https://web.facebook.com/watch/?v=1548721358661545
https://twitter.com/CanadasLifeline/status/1309209764317081606
https://twitter.com/BeTheMatch/status/1307484682620207107?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFW5lZsFNid/
https://daaimobile.com/news/5f660f8613eeae00062e3acb?fbclid=IwAR3qaiO39oXW4NH--3cwgqnRJ6NJbzdIbWCRK7M71gdCavmLesPo8wv6phE
https://web.facebook.com/worldmarrowdonorday/photos/pcb.3175214402589238/3175214189255926/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ugcPost-6713053866600013824-6G1N
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ezer-mizion-bone-marrow-donor-registry_wmdd2020-wmdd-wmda-activity-6711975878982696960-RS1W
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFSHPYPFMBl/?igshid=ccxc2xqi6i4l


Please have a look at this visual representation of all the different ways
WMDD 2020 was celebrated globally. On this page: Austria, Belgium,
Taiwan, UK, Australia, Argentina, Canada, Brazil, Chile and China.

Events and campaigns
from all over the world
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Events and campaigns
from all over the world
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Please have a look at this visual representation of all the different ways
WMDD 2020 was celebrated globally. On this page: India (2x), Greece,
Hong Kong, Iran, USA (2x), Cyprus, Hungary and Germany.



Events and campaigns
from all over the world

WMDD 2020 EU Deliverable D2.4

8

Please have a look at this visual representation of all the different ways
WMDD 2020 was celebrated globally. On this page: Israel, Mexico,
Japan, Italy, Netherlands, Russia (2x), South Africa, Saudi Arabia and
Singapore.



Events and campaigns
from all over the world
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Please have a look at this visual representation of all the different ways
WMDD 2020 was celebrated globally. On this page: Thailand (2x),
Turkey, Taiwan (2x), Sweden, Spain, Paraguay (2x) and USA.



World Marrow Donor Day provides a platform for donors and patients
to tell their story. On our social media platforms we shared 6 stories, 1
from each continent, to promote the virtual donor drive. You can find all
stories here on our website.

Many other donors and patients took to the internet as well to share
their stories and spread awareness on World Marrow Donor Day 2020.
See some wonderful examples here:

Donor and patient
stories
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https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/stories/


These  numbers represent the statistics from the
WMDD social media platforms and the WMDD
website during WMDD.

The statistics and reach from each organisation
or individual which/who participated in the
celebrations are not reflected in these numbers.
Taking this into account the reach of the global
WMDD celebration is believed to be much
higher.

We saw two upcoming social media platforms
this World Marrow Donor Day; LinkedIn where
our hashtags were used over 150 times, and
TikTok where we discovered several people and
organisations posting videos about World
Marrow Donor Day.

WMDD 2020
Statistics
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Every year WMDA will hand out 3 prizes; WMDD incentive
prize, WMDD originality prize and WMDD grand prize, to the
3 organisations that have celebrated WMDD in an
exceptional way.

A jury is formed and by the end of 2020, 3 nominees in each
category will be announced. The winners will have the
opportunity to present their campaigns to the WMDA
membership via a special webinar, which will be scheduled in
the first quarter of 2021. The winners of the previous years
can be found on the memory pages of our website.

2019 winners were:
Grand prize: Ezer Mizion (Israel)
Originality prize: Gift of Life (USA)
Incentive prize: DKMS (UK, USA, India, Chile, Germany,
Poland, South Africa)
You can watch the 2019 prize winners educational webinar
here.

WMDD prizes

The WMDA office is working with a special WMDD Task Force, comprising of communication experts from a variety of
organisations, to make the 2021 WMDD edition an even bigger success. In 2021 WMDD will be celebrated on Saturday 18th
September.

WMDD 2021
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https://worldmarrowdonorday.org/memories/memories-wmdd-2019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGGVMGPeMTA

